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Enroliing Clerk; A. B. Burleson, Sergeant-at—&rms and Levi
Pcnmtmtnn D()Ol[\('epel

Mr. (mge introducrd a bitl to provide for the cnmlruclmn of
the Mississippl and Pacific Railroud ; read first time.

On motion of Mr, Taylor, the Senate adjourned until 9 veloek
to-morrow morning.

WerpnEspay, Novenber 9, 1853.

'The Senate was cailed to order by the President pursuaut to
adjonrnment—rioll called —quornm present.

T'he journal of yesterday was read and adopted.

Ar. Armstrong preseuted the memorial of 15,13, Barton, con-
testing the scat of Edwin B. Scarborongh, and meved that said
memorial be referred to the committes on Privileges und Elec-
tions ; curried.

I\[z Weather{ord oflered the following reselution :

Lesolved, "Uhat the Commissioner of the General Laud Office
be, and he is hereby reqnested ta inform this body whethier or no
the Texas Bmigration Land Cempany, or their trastees or agents,
have filed in the Loundeffice of the State, the relecase to the Staie,
as required in *an aet supplementary to ap act rtlalmu 10 Iands
in Peters’ Colony, approved February 10th, 1832,” passed by the
fourth Legislature at the Extra Session of 1853,

Mr. Armstrong introduced a bill to ascertain forfeited and es-
cheated lands; read first titne. 5

Mr. Arnmstrovg hitroduced a bill to repeal the 90ih and 9)st
sections of au act to regulute proceedings in the distriet eourts ;
read first time,

ORDERS OF THE DAY,

A bill to provide for the constiuction of the Mississipppi and
Pacific Railroad ; read secoud time, and, on motion of Mr, Tay-
lor, referred to the committee on Internal huiprovements, and
two hundred copies ordered to be printed,

Resolution relative to the election of Chaplain; read, and
adopted by the following vote :

Y eas-- Mcessrs. Aﬂen Bryan, Durst, Edwards, Guinn, Hill,
Holland, Jowers, Kyle, Lolt Martin, Mll]lmn Newman E’otrer
qcarbnron,ﬂ_h Scott Taylor and Whitaker—18. .

Navs—Messrs. Anxstrong, Burks, Doane, Gage, Hart, Me-
Anelly, McDade, Paschal, Sublett, Superviele and Weather-
ford—11.

Nomiuations being in order, Mr. Holland nominated the Rev,
John W. Phillips.
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The ballot being taken, Mr. Phillips received nineteen votes ;
Mr. Smitir two votes.

M. Phillips having received a majority of all the votes, was
declared elected.

Mr. Sublett presented the following communication :

Avusrin, November 9, 1853.

To the IHon. Senate of the State of Texas :

GexTLEMEN: 1 am directed by Milam Lodge, No. 23, 1. O.
O. F., of the City of Austin, to tender to you the use of their new
hall on Pecan street, until the new Capitol shall be ready for
your reception.

Respectfully,
S. G. HAYNIE, Secretary.

On motion of Mr. Bryan, said communication was referred to
the commirtee on Public Buildings.

I’'he motion ot Mr. Lott, that the Doorkeeper be authorized to
employ some person to assist him, provided the same does not
exceed the sum of dollars per day; read.

M. Lott moved to fill the blank with three; Mr. McAnelly
moved to fill it with one. ,

The motion to fill the blank with three carvied.

"The motion was then carried by the following vote :

Yias.—DMesses. Durst; Gage, Gainn, Hart, Hill, Holland,
Kyle, Lott, Martin, "\Illhcan Newman, Scarborouch Scolt Tny-
lor and Whmker—-lo

Nays—Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Bryan, Burks, Doane, I5d-
wards, Jowers, MeAnelly, McDade, Paschal, Potter, Sublett, Su-
pervlble and Woeatherford—14.

On motion of Mr. Bryan, the committee on Public Buildings
were instructed to inqtiire iuto the condition of the new capitol,
and report. .

On motion of Mr. Kyle, the Seuate took a recess unti} 11
o'clock,

Recoss having expired, the Senate was called to order—roll
called—qliorum preseiit,

On motion of Mr. Gage, the Scnate concurred in the amend-
ment of the House to the resmulmu of the Senate, concerning the
election of a Public Printer,

Ou motion of Mr. Lott, the Senate repaired to the House of
Representatives, in accordance with their mvitation, for the pur-
pose of healing the Governor’s Message read.

The Message of the Goveruor was rmd and i3 as follows:



GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE.

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, STATE OF TEXAS,}
Austin, November 9, 1853,

Gentlemen of the Semate and House of Lcpresentatives :

It affords me much gratification to be enabled to felicitate the

Representatives of the people and our fellow-citizens at large
upon the happy anspices under which yon have assembled in
the discharge of your constitntional dutics, It is now seventeen
years since Texas achieved her position as an independent pow-
er ; and eight years have passed away since she voluntarily
yielded her nationality in urder to identify her fortunes with
the great Amnerican Union. At no period of her eventful and
interusting Listory, either prior or subseguent to the t ansfer,
has her governmeunt and citizens pussessed such abundant canse
for congratulation,

A reference to the past i3 not dcemed inappropriate.

The noble effort ot the small patrivtic band directed to the
establishment and perfection of free civil institutions over this
highly fuvored nativn of the earth, though retarded and well
nigh foiled for a serics of years, ave now awarded cverywhere
a Just consideration. 'The grand political drama in which they
were engaged having closed so Drilliantly, followed by a tram

- ot results the most astonishing on the pages of history, I am
satisfied, and feel a just pride 1n the convietion that the partiel-
pators in the great measures which wrought these in.portant
1ssues, derive more satistuetion from the helief that their volun-
tary sacrifices and labors have sceured inestimable blessings to
those who are to secure them, than from any hope, or selfish
desive, to obtain immediate rewards commensarate with those
sacrifices and labors. Their example will stand forth ir all
time to come, 2 beacon light and a hope to the oppressed of
every land. ;

If the experiment of revolution was puccessful, and fraught
with consequences that have excited the interest, wonder and
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admiration of old and well established powers, cur probationa-
ry term as a State of the Union has not heen less fortunate,
Possessing a geographical superfice of nearly 275,000 square
miles, much the greater portion of which contains, in an emi-
nent degree, all the essential elements for sustaining a dense
population, and with a sulnbrity of climate rarely surpassed,
the diversified production of the most favored conutry will
here reward the husbandman ; while the laborer, the mechanie,
the artisan and the enterprising man already find a rich field
for the prrsuit of their respective voeations. A population
numberiug, at the lowest estiniate, two hundred thonsand ;) in-
tellizent, industrions and law abiding ; with a sweeping tide of
immigration from the old world and from the sister States ;
many of whom bring with them to their new hones the ability,
intelligence and sound political and social principles necessary
to constitute them truly valuable acquisitions, will n a few
years give us enviable rank sinong our older sisters.

Superadd to this our settled policy and ability to discharge
at once, and in good faith onr entire revolutionary debt, Jeaving
thereatter a surplus for the edveation of the youth of the coun-
try and the developemcent of its vast agricultural and mineral
resources, the question naturally presents iteelf—What count-
Iy, in ancient or modern times ever acquired a teyritory of such
magnitude and value, and the same amount of solid advan-
tages *

1n this regard Texas stands without a rival,

I may be permitted further to add, and I flatter myself’ with
your hearty concurrence, that the physical strength acquired
by our State, by the rapid accumulation of numbers, has not
far outstripped the rativ of Ler moral elevation. The time
when the name Texas was a by-word and a reproach, is yet
fresh in your mewmories ; when brigand, robber, murderer, refu-
gee, were synonymes with Texas.  DBut the judgment rendered
by ignorance and malice Las been reversed, and we now stand
proudly befure the world, * redecmed, regenerated, and disen.
thralled.”

You will pardon me, gentlemen, for these preliminary re-
marks, when I smmmons you to consider the proper deductions
from them.

It we have passed successfully throngh revolution, and ob-
tained a priceless trophy in the acquisition of this fair land,—
if our country enjoys the Llessings of peace, general health and
Prosperity,—it in proportion to our physical growth and indus-
trial achicvements, we likewise possess eminent religions ad-
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vantages and greatly improved mioral tendencies, it is hecause
a kind and beneficent Creator has vouchsafed to us Lis futherly
kindness and mercies ; and in this connection, I desire you to
" tinite with me, in all the sincerity of' grateful hearts, in suppli-
cating his aid, so that your deliberations and connscls may be
conducted toa wise and successfal termination.

In the brief enmmneration of some of the advantages we pus-
sess, the mind is naturally led into a current of pleasant asso-
ciations. This I must interrnpt for a moment. Within the
last few wonths the sable messenger—Death, lias laid his hand
Leavily upon several of our Atlantic cities and towns, and oth-
ers adjacent thercto, carrying desolation and woe nmongst the
habitations of our countrymen. Inhis insatiate progress he has
gwept over some of onur own coast towns, claiming, as his vie
tints, many of our most beloved and esteemed citizens. Duty
and inclination alike ecall npon ws to express our deep regret
tfor the lamented dead ; and our heartfelt condolence with their
surviving relatives and trienda. Onur especial thanks are due
to the Almighty for his kind care and consideration in exclud-
ing the dreadfal scourge from our inland towns and country,
My his all-powertul arm stay this pestilence.

In the communication which I have the honor to address to
the Legislature on the present occosion, it occnrs to me, that it
will be inost consonant with your views, and equally subserve
the public intercst, to limit myself to subjects clearly of 1m-
mediate and pressing importance. The varions contingencies
during my administration which gave rise to the necessity of
convening the Legislative bodies, turnished the Executive with
ample opportunities for elaborating bis views and making re-
commendations upon the many prominent leading questions
connected with our State affairs, To present these subjects
again in full, would be but ocenpying ground previously as-
sumed and unnucessarily consutning your time. It will be my
main object, therefore, tu endeavor to give a plain but explieit
statement of the operations of the government since the last
biennial session, not deubting but that the unfinished bills upon
your tables, the various suggestions in my formner message un-
acted upon, and the several recommendations contained in this
comtnuuication, together with such local matters as your own
judgments may suggest, will fully cccupy your time, until the
inauguration of my successor.

The subject of o railroad to the Pacific ocean, is one that is
now engrossing the attention of every part of our widely spread
Union. To none is its location fraught with more important
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consequences than to our own State, and I therefore agai..,
bricfly, but most earnestly, recominend it to your serious con-
sideration.

The General Government has so far recognised this measure -
as one of national importance and necessity, as to make an ap-
propriation for the survey of three distinct routes, with the
view of ascertaining that which is most advantageons and prac-
ticable. The survey of some ot these rountes has not yet been
completed. It is believed, however, that enough is known, de-
rived from the investigations thus far made, to satisfy the public
mind that a southern route recommends itself to general favor
by every consideration of national advantage. It is a matter
ot serious regret that the ronte leading fromn the Mississippi
river through Texas, shiould not have been selected as one of
those to be surveyed and reported on to the next Congress,

The omission to cause a reconnoisance to be made in a more
southern parallel, has becn construed by wany as having it«
origin in the existence of an undne bias, entertained by the
present Administration for a wmore northern ronte. In this
opinion 1 do not conenr, being satisfied that when the timne for
action arrives, it will be found assowming patriotic and purely
national ground.

From my own knowledge of the conntry, and from informa-
tion received frown the most reliable sounrces, I am convinged
that by far the best track will be found to be from Memphis,
or some other point below on the Misaissippi, entering our State
ahous the 32nd degree of north Jatitude, and pursuing that line
to El Paso, or its neieghborhood ; thence in the direction of the
head waters of the Gila river, and down the same by the most
practicable route to San Diego on the Pacific. 'Vhis is the
roate that nature indicates by features so apparent that neither
party bias nor sectional interests can conceal them. Even in
the most rigorous winters there would be no snows nor ice
sutlicient to delay or obstruct the progress of completing the
road, or at any time to interrupt its regular communication,
nearty the entive route; hut particularly that portion between
the Mississippi and the Rio Grande would pass through a mild
and genial climate, over a country level, or gently undulating,
and rich and beautiful as any on the North American Continent,

With the great advantawes thus afforded her by nature, wonld
it not be a species of wmaduness on the part of Texas, to disregard
her rich boon, and allow the ownrtnnity to pass by without
using every esertion to accomplish an enterprise more stupen.
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dous in its results than any which has hitherto engaged the at-
tention of mankind?{

A railroad between the waters of the Atlantie and Pacific
oceans, upon the track indicated, will go far to divert the com-
merce of the world from its ancient channels, The wealth of
California, China and the Indies, instead of passing to Europe
and the United States by long and hazardous voyages throngh
the Indian and Pacific oceans, around Capes Horn and Good
Hope, would pour in a ceaseless tide over this grest national
highway, passing throngh the entire breadth of our State, and
be shipped to all parts of the commercial world from the great
Atlantic and Gulf ports of our Union, Every State would Le
in some degree beunefitted by its existence, but to Texas the ad-
vantages would be inecalculable. Her public domain lying
north and west of her present populated lunits, now waste, and
comparatively worthless, wonld, in a short period, be densely
inhabited; the value of real estate thronghout her whole length
and breadth, would be vastly enhanced, and all the resources
- of the State, agricultural, commercialand mineral, be developed
with wonderful rapidity. To specify one striking source of
revenue of the many which the farming interests of the State
would derive from the construction of this road, I will only
mention that growing out ot the production of wheat, It is well
established, from successful experiment, that there is an exten-
sive tract of country in our State, lying on both sides of the
proposed route, admirably adapted to the cultivarion of this,
mow to be ranked amongst one of the great staple produections ;
aud in a latitude where this grain ripens frowm three to six weeks
earlier than it does in other portions of the Union. It is there-
fore obvious that Texas could export a vast amount of flonr in
advance of any other quarter of the United States, and thus to
the extent of her capacity to grow and mannfacture this article,
monopolise the wheat market of the United States and of
Europe. '

To secure the construction of this great work through the
limits of our State, nothing more is wanting, in my opinion,
than a liberal donation of our public domain to such a respon-
sible company as may be able to give sufficient guaranties of
their ability to commence and complete the same within a rea-
sonable period. And to render the measure as little objectiona-
ble as possible, 1 wonld suggest that a certain portion of the
sBtock of the company be divided into small shares, andthat the
privilege of subscribing for them be secured to the citizens of
the State, to the exclusion of all others, for a limited period, say
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for ninety days after the subscup!mn books shall have been
opened. Under such provisions, if our citizens should refuse,
or fail to avail themselves of'so liberal an oportunity, they conld
not aflerwards complain of a monopoly by nom-resident capltfi.l-
ists, who, I am sure, will not long underrate the ady antazes of
thie enterprize or the value of our lands,

After the survey of the several routes provided for Ly Con-
eress shail have been made and reporied on, a protr acted and
exciting discussion, engendered by sectional feelings and di-
verse views, will, no d()ubi ense, as to their l‘espﬂctnga{l\ an-
tages and cllbuivnmwcs ¢Ll1d the constitutional 1]“’]11, of the
Government to construet tho road. Beforo this wntm\e:w’
can be settled, it it be settled at all, I confidently beligve that
Texas, in co-operation with some of her sister States in the south
and west, can furnish sufficieut inducements to secire the im-
mediate commencement of the work upon the route T have indi-
cated, and command the great prize for which the northern,
middle and southern sections are 5o cagerly contending.

Then to effect this inapprecia b‘c (!hJL(. l(,tj,our wisdom and
enersics heprnmptl', dirceted.  So tur as the intercsts of our

beloved State ars involved, there is nothing sectional or locul
associated with this great wmk. Its bunehm will be felt and
acknowledged by all within its Hmits, and every branch of in-
dustry w ill be stimulated and encouraged. Should partial or
sectional feelings be found to arise in your deliberations upon
this subject, let me beseech you, as ]Q'-"lwIRtU‘{b for a ur mt and
growing State, to diseard (hem, and let your actions be charac-
terised by an enlightened patriotism and an eularged and libe-
ral policy.

In view of the fact that none of the proposed routes for the
Pacific and Atlantic railway, “’hObC survey Las been directed
by the General Congress, will cross this State, I would, tbere-
fore, strongly recommend that %t?p" be taken, at an early day,
to make a survey of snch routes within this State as shall be
deemed ndvisable ; and that your Ionorable Todies make a
suitable appropriation to cover the expenses connec.ted with the
surveys so directed to be made,

In recommending so earnestly as I buve done this great work,
I would not be regarded as overlooking other (,nterpnueu neces-
sary to connect onr Gulf coast with all proper points. TFor I
regard the connection of the Gulf with tlie interior portions of
the State and other parts of the Union, as secondary only in
importance to the great connecting link between the Atlantic
and ’acific oceans.
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‘Already some twenty or more charters have been granted b
the State Government for railroad purposes; and, so far as
am advised, with few exceptions beyond the one hereafter
mentioned, they have been unattended with the practical re-
sults anticipated, notwithstauding the liberal inducements offer-
ed. Under the provigions of these different charters, about
twenty millions of acres of the publicdowain have been condi-
tionally appropriated. It is now quite certain that but two or
three roads, at farthest, will be constructed nnder these charters,
and yet this amount of public land is, for the time being, tied
up, and rendered useless to the country, with the still more in.
jurious teudency of delaying works of great public utility, by
driving real capitalists from the field.

Consideration of these facts has convinced me that in our
zeal for internal improvements, we have heretofore granted
railroad charters too indiscriminately, and T may say improvi-
dently.

1 tgerefore recommend that no Railroad Company shall be

incorporated except such asare clearly of primary importance to
an extensive section of the State; and which would give the
safest guarantee of its ability to faithfully comnply with the
terms of the charters,

Although the charters granted to them were liberal in their
provisions, I regret to say they have, with some exceptions
remained s a dead letter upon our statute book ; and that the
results have fallen far short of the expectations concieved at
the time they were granted. It affords me pleasnre, however, -
to be enabled to inform you that the ¢ BDuffalo Bayou, Brazos
and Colorado Company’ have already completed the first twen-
ty miles of their road. This section has been examined by a
competent engineer, Rose, Esq., appointed for that purpose,
and found to have been executed in accordance with the terms
of the charter; and certificates for the amount of land to
which the Company was entitled have been issued in their
favor. Itis understood that another section of this road is now
in aforward state of progress. The Company has set an exam-
ple of enterprise and public spirit worthy of the highest com-
mendation, and it will donbtless have a stimulating effect upon
like enterprises in our State. It is alse understood that one or
two other companies have portions of their roads under con-
tract, or have given assurances that they would shortly be ena-
bled to comrence them.

While I would advise you to foster and encourage, by every
legitimate and proper means, the railroad enterpriges already,

B
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or hereafter to be chartered, with the view of connecting the
interior of our State with the Gulf coast, I wish you to under-
stand, that the recommendation is confined solely to such roads
as commence and terminate af judicious points; to such as
will be of manifest utility, and for the completion of which
the most satisfactory assurances may be given.

The whole subject of internal improvements now creating
80 deep an interest in every portionof the State, will doubtless
be presented again for your consideration by my successor in
office, His recent canvass of the State will have enabled him
to ascertain the public sentiment in relation to it, which, aided
by his own enlightened reflection and jndgment, will, I am
assured, result in wise suggestions and wholesome recommen-
dations. I therefore submit the subject to your Honorable
Bodies without entering further into its details.

In reference to Indian policy and the protection of the settle-
ments on our western frontier, so much has been said in the
several general and special messages that 1 have had the honor
to address to the Legislature during my administration, that I
feel it a work of supererogation to renew my appeal to your
Honorable Bodies, and nothing but the imperious nature of the
subject would induce me to make this, my final effort, in the
hope that something may be devised, something may be done
towards effectually relieving the General and State Govern-
ments from an incubus that has pressed upon them heavily for
years, towards effectually securing the life and prosperity of
the settler, the existence and pacific deportment of the lIm:lial:ts.

The system of military defence hitherto pursued by the Gen-
eral Government, though assisted by the strenuous efforts of
the Indian Bureau at Washington City, has evidently been
inadequate to the task of repressing Indian murders and depre-
dations. The vast extent of country to be protected, the im-
mediate contignity of trackless wastes over which the feet of
white men rarely if ever tread, the numerous fastnesses and
})laces of retreat known only to the savage, the eunning of the

ndian in all his offensive operations, the fleetness with which
when pressed be can fly from his pursuer, his hardibood, and
capability of enduring under extremes of starvation and fatigue,
and the unsuitable nature of the military material that has
been employed by the General Government to earry out their
policy, must convince every thinking mind that no hope ean
be reasonably entertained ofa change for the better until an
alteration in the system has been effected, and additional means
enjoyed to accomplish the end.
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From time to time the attention of the Executive has been
drawn to distressing appeals for succor and military aid by
petitions numerously and most respectably signed, supported
by affidavits of the deplorable sitnation in which the petition-
ers were placed; and this Department bas anxiously, though
thus far delusively, hoped to arrest their recurrence, by devising
some means that would secure their defenceless situation from
the marauding savage, Without means, the employment of
Rangers was in most cases impracticable; and, aithongh the
responsibility of calling three companies of that class of troops
into the eervice of the State, was found to be absolutely .and
unavoidably necessary to prevent the total destruction of the
settlements on the Lower Rio Grande, still the peculiar situa-
tion of those on the Upper Rio Grande rendered it impossible
to extend to them simiiar assistance, and they consequently
have been, and still are suffering the lamentable results,

Of all the portions of the frontier that have needed milita
aid and protection, the county of El Pasostands foremost ; sm]g;
strange to say, with the greatest necessities and the least jus-
tification, she has Deen the most neglected, When the rights
of the State were jeopardized ; when the most disastrous conse-
guences would have inevitably ensued, had she not averted, by

ecisive getion, the threatened blow ; when all arcund her was
anarchy, confusion and revolt, with the howl of the murderous
pavage and the groauns of his dying vietim incessantly ringing
in her ears; she, regardless of her situation, forgetful of her
wrongs, stood, as she now stands, true to ler colors and her
country, though spurned by the General Government, aband-
oned by the State, and neglected by all,

The principal embarrassment that the Indian Dureau appear
to have felt m the conduct of her policy with regard to the
Indians of Texas, has been the want of some suitable locality
for them within the confines of the State. This matter was
freely discussed in a recent conference with Major It. 8. Neigh-
borg, the United States Superintending Indian Agent for Texas;
and be strongly urged the importance of some. steps, on the
part of this State, whereby snch an arrangemcnt could be
effected. The Executive, coinciding with the opinion of the
Agent, had in view the * Joint Resolution concerning Indian
boundaries,” approved February 16th, 1852, in which the
Legislature had made provision, under certain restrictions, to
meet this exigency ; but the Department conceiving this reso-
lution contemplated that the General Government would take
the preliminary steps in the matter, and no official action there-
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on at Washington City having reached the Department until
the receipt of a communication from the Secretary of War;
under date of the 19th ultimo, in reference to the subject, (a
copy of which is transmitted herewith, marked A.) The Exe-
cutive deemed it advisable to defer any movement in the mat-
ter nntil the meeting of your Honorable Bodies, for several
cogent reasons ; and, among them may be mentioned, the want
of necessary knowledge of the Northwestern portion of the
State, owing to its not having been surveyed, to enable him to
make a proper and advantageous selection ; and the great lia-
bility that any section under such circumstances would be
found to eonflict with private localitions which have been so
numerously made in that section since the passage of the Joint
Resolution ebove referred to.

The Department having maturely considered the wheole field
that this important subject presents, and fully conaciouns of its
bearing upon the growing interests of the State at home and
abroadg, would, therefore, recommend that your Honorable
Bodies give the necessary authority to the General Government
tor the temporary occupation of a certain district of the State,
as shall be deemed best adapted for that purpose, and which
will not conflict with existin%{private claims, nor any conteg-
plated route for the Pacific Railroad ; designating the tract, or
district, by metes and bounds ; and, stipulating, that the dis-
trict so occupied shall revert to the State 30 soon as the General
Government shall be able to effect more permanent arrange-
ments for the final disposition of the Indian tribes in Texas.
Huvmanity loudly demnands that something of this kind should
be done as a provision for the poor Indian, who now has no
otheralternative left than to perish by fumine or the sword; who,
goaded to desperation at the loss of hunting grounds that fur-
nished his forefathers with subsistence, and year after year
driven further and further, by remorseless fate, from fertility to
barrenness, fecls that the existence of the white race sounds the
knell of extinction to his own.

The report of the State Treasurer for the fiscal year ending
Qct. 31, 1853, marked B, is submitted to your honorable bodies
as & very satisfactory and lucid statement of the transactions
of his office during that period, and the present situation of the
Treasury, which contains the large amount of $3,266,125 08,
independent of $80,285 27 belonging to the General School
Fund, notwithstanding the heavy drafts that had been made
upon it under appropriation by the former Legsislature for the
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construction of the State Capitol and other large public build-
ings.

The increasing amount of the General School Fund, so wise-
ly established by the framers of the Constitution, is also a
source of gratification ; it will, doubtless, in the course of a few
years, aftord the meauns for the accomplishment of immense
%:ood in & judicious distribution for the education of the young.

very item in the Treasurer’s Report is a matter of interest to
your growing country, and the ability displayed by that officer
in the discharge of his onerous duties deserves the highest com-
mendation.

The able Report of the Commissioner of the General Land
Office, herewith submitted, and marked C, lays before your
Homnorable Bodies, in a clear and comprehensive manner, the
Eresent eondition and the future requirements of that important

ranch of the State Government; and having minutely exam-
ined its details and suggestions, I cannot too strongly urge the
recommendation that steps be taken, by a proper increase of
~ the clerical force of his office, to enable the Commissioner to
keep pace with public expectation and his duties. Justice to
such an efficient officer renders it necessary that he should be
relieved ; and I fecl assured that the Legislature will, with
pleasure, take early action on the subject. -

Amaong other items relative to the landed interests of the
State that this Report contains, I perceive that the estimated
number of acres constituting the present residue of the publie
domain, after deducting every claim known to exist, is 102,740,-
301. This large body of unlocated land forms a valuable basis,
u})on which, Dy judicious management, the future welfare of
of the State can be securely fonnded.

Taking into consideration the rapid absorbtion of all the
choice lands by private location, I would also recommend that
an appropriation be made, at the present session, for the loca-
tion and survey of the balance of the fitty leagues set alig;t for
two Universities as an endowment by an act of the Jate Repub-
lie, in order that those institutions may reap the full benefit of
the grant made tothem under that wise and liberal enactment.

Transmitted herewith marked D, I have also the honor to
lay before your Honorable Bodies the biennial Report of the
Adjutant General, which, with its accompanying statements,
contains a succinct and clear exhibit of the business of his of-
fice since the last regular meeting of the Legislature. .

Taking into consideration the large number of ontstanding
elaims against the State for land as a recompense for military
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gervices rendered nnder the late ReFublic, as well as other -
portant matters connected with the duties of the Adjutant
(Feneral, and the very large collection of valuable archives per-
taining to the War Department of the late Republic that arc
now in the charge of that officer, I would strongly recommend
to your Honorable Bodies the continuation of that office, as an
indispensable requisite for the proper discharge of the duties
pertaining to it.

From the representation of Col. Gillet of the rapidly increas-
ing business of his office, and the consequent necessity, I re-
commended him to employ the services of some eflicieut
gentleman to assist him in the capacity of clerk; which the Co-
Jonel has done, and not only thereby accomplished much that
could not otherwise have been effected, but rendered the State
very valuable service in the arrangment of the voluminouns pa-
pers under his charge. As no legislative provision has been
made to meet the expenditure thereby incurred, I respectfully
recommend an appropriation for that purpnse, which shall be
deemed by your Honorable Bodies, as sufficient to reimburze
the Adjutant General for his ontlay on that aceount,and to pro-
vide for the future services of his clerk, should it be considered
advisable to continue them.

Among other suggestions submittted by the Adjutant Gene-
ral that appear to me important and worthy of consideration, is
the recommendation for the repeal of that clause in the law
governing the issue of land warrants for military services, that
requires the countersignature of a field officer to captains’ dis-
charges of men who served under thew. The reasons given
in his Report seem so satisfactory, that I presume the Legisla-
tare will remove the bar, which, under the present law, en-
tirely excludes many just and meritorious claims.

In reference to the continually increasing necessity for some

rovision for the proper storage of the arms furnished to the
gtate by the United States, I will only draw the particular at-
tention of your Honorable Bodies to that portion of the Adju.
tant General’s Report relating to the subject, in order that such
arrangements may be made in the premises as shall be deemed
advisable.

The Report is interesting, and reflects the highest creditpon
the discharge of the duties pertaining to the Adjutant Generals
office.

The Attorney General’s Report not having been received,
the Executive is unable to informn your Honorable Bodies of the
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situation of the several suits, now pending in Judicial Courts,
in which the State is an interested party.

As required by law, the Directors of the State Penitentiary
have transmitted their biennial Report of the affairs of that
institution which is herewith transmitted, marked E, No. 1 to 4.

This report, though in detail, and volumninons, will amply
repay the labor of investigation, as it gives a flattering account
© of the present situation and fature prospects of that invaluable
institution. By the judicious management of the Directors,
the Superintendent and the Agent, its fiscal affairs have mate-
rially improved, as it has not only recovered from its former
embarrassment, but is represented as being able to meet every
present contingency. It will, therefore, only require such an
appropriation from your Honorable Bodies as shall be deemed
sufficient to meet its current, though inereasing expenses.

With alandable anxiety for the advancement of the interests
of the Penitentiary, and the desire that the State should, as far
a8 practicable, be relieved from the burthen of its support, the
Directors have renewed a suggestion, submitted in their former
veport. for the establishment of a cotton factory within its walls,
which would employ all the convicts, and exclude mechanical
pwrsuits ; the reasons advanced by them in support of the
change they pro‘fose to make in the Penitentiary are, that on the
one hand the labor of the conviet would not interfere with the
mechanies of the country, and, eonsequently, that the spirit of
the law in relation to the subject would be greatly benefitted
in a fiscal point of view, as the institution conld then be made
to bear its own expenses, or, at least, realize a much larger
revenue than under the present system.

In order to obtain some information in the matter and be the
better able to judge of its advisability, I requested John S.
Besser, Esq., the Agent of our Penitentiary, to visit those of
Louisiana and Mississippi, where I understood they had estab-
lished eotton factories; the result of his examination is given in
his communication to this dopartment of the 29th October last,
which will be found accompanying, marked —, .

Relative to the suggestion, after mature consideration of all
its bearings, I ecan only recommend its partial adoption. The
State Penitentiary was instituted as one of the adjuncts of the
eriminal code of the country, for the suppression of erime and
the protection of the morals of society ; and, to properly effect
this, it appears to me that the reformation of the conviet con-
stitutes the only certain means whereby the object of its insti-
tution can be accomplished. From a close examination of the
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canses of erimes, and the experience to be derived from similar
establishments in our sister States and other parts of the world,
it will be found, that nothing has had a more beneficial effect
on the moral and physical health of their unfortunate inmates
than the habitual and steady occupancy of some mechanieal
pursuit which would afford them the certain prospeet of an
honest and respectable livelibood when they emerged from the
walls of their prison. All other considerations should give
place to these, or the intention of such institutions will be
defeated, and the State as well as the individual, inveality, are
loser.

I will, therefore, only recommend that a cotton factory be
established in the Penitentiary, which will employ half of the
convict labor existing there, and the other half' to be distrib-
uted in mechanical pursuits, under such regunlations as may be
deemed most advisable; it will then be found that the convicts
will not sensibly interfere with, or affect the mechanical inter-
ests of the country, and that they will have the chance when
they leave, of making themselves good and useful members of
society. .

T cannot close this notice of the Penitentiary without ex-
pressing my satisfaction at the very efficient manner in which
its affairs have been condncted by the Superintendent and
Agent, under the watchful supervision of the Board of Directors.

n connection with the Penitentiary, I deem it proper to
notice a snggestion which has been made to me, viz: that in
case of a conviction in the Federal Court of this State, for au
affence against the laws of the United States, where the sen-
tence was imprisonment to hard labor, such sentence could not
be executed in our State Penitentiary without some Legislative
enactment on the subject. I would, therefore, recommend the
passage of a law granting the use of our Penitentiary for such
convicts upon the same terms and conditions as are granted in
other States for the like privilege.

Since my occupancy of the Executive chair, I have had
oceasion, in more comnmunications than one, to call the atten-
tion of the Legislature to that important article of the Consti-
tution which relates to the great cause of Eduacation ; and, in
doing so, by all pertinent snggestions and appeals to impress
upon that body the necessity of an early fulfilment of its first
section, by setting on foot and maturing some practicable and
liberal system of popular edncation. Upon this subject T shall
feel that my duty to the State has been fully discharged, when,
in following up a reference I had the honor to make in a com-
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munication of the 10th of November, 1851, relative to the
fifty leagues of land to be surveyed and set apart for the en-
dowment of two Universities, I recommended, as I now do, a
liberal appropriation of means forthe establishment and main-
tenance of two Colleges, or Universities, to be located at such
eligible points as may best subserve the interests and conve-
nience of the two grand divisious of the State. Such appro-
priation to be employed in addition to that already set apart by
the fourth section of an Aet approved Janmary 26th, 1339,
This recommendation is made'in the full confidence that the
present is a highly favorable time for the commencement of
these estallishirents, whether we consider the capability of the
State to provide the necessary means for so wise a purpose, or
the very best application of those means.

I should do vivlence to my own feelings, and omit an act of
- sheer justice to a worthly sect of cfficers in the Judicial and
Executive Dbranches of the Government, if 1 failed to again
urge upon the Legislature, at its present session, the immediate
adoption of measures fur an inereased compensation to these
gentlemen.

I am satisfied that a proposed amendment of the Constitn-
tion for an increase of the salaries of the Governor of the State,
and ‘he Judges of the Supreme and District Courts, would
receive the cordial support of the people. These are public
gervants, selected by the people themselves on account of their
supposed high mental and moral fitness to discharge the most
gacred trnsts; and such qualifications presuppose years of men-
tal toil and discipline. - The duties of the Judges, particularly
of the Supreme Court, are continnally inereasing and becoming
more onerons ; especially since the branching of the Court,
bave their wental and physieal labors been greatly angmented.
Their personal expenses are in like manner increased; and it
is frown a thorough conviction of its justness, that I am now
induced to urge upon the Legislature the propriety of adupting
the earlest measures for their relief. In reference to the Exe-
cutive, I am sustained in the suggession which I now make,
from the experience drawn from an official service of four years,
and I aseure vou, in all eandor, with a lean salary, and without
the abili y afforded by personal means, I have felt regret and
deep humiliation from my inability to dispense those kindnesses
and gencrous hospitalities to strangers visiting the Capitol, and
to my fellow-citizens and friends; prompted alike by my own
feelings so befitting the Executive heaa +f every State, and call
ed for by the vrecedents of most ot the older members of the
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Union. Alluding to the subject in a former message, T had the
lionor to state.

“ The fifth section of the fifth article of the Constitution,
which provides that the compensation of the Governor shall
not be increased nor diminished during the term for which he
shall have been elected, entirely relieves me from any feeling
of delicacy, which otherwise would exist, in recomnending, as
I now do, an increase of the salaries of all the officers and
their clerks, connected with the Executive Department of the
State Government, My personal connection with the varions
officers for the last two years has enabled ine to ascertain clear-
ly the inadequacy of the existini salaries, and the consequent
embarrassment, if not injustice, “which results to the very intel-
ligent and efficient individaals employed in them. [ do not
forget that itis my duty to regard, and asfar as it is in my pow-
er, to enconrage a just system “of economy in every de}mrtment
of this governmet- nor ean I forget the reciprocal obligation
that always exists between the Lompetent oflicer or aoent em-
pleved in carrying on the government and the government
itself; and I do not admit that it is a just, but consider it as a
false economy on the part of a government which, with the
capacity to do o, fails to protect its honest and capable public
servants by prondmg such salaries and fees as will not only
meet their necessary annual expenditures, but as will enable
those who are provident and economical to gnard against the
ordinary accidents and vicissitudes of life.

“Our State, in its present pusition, possesses an ample field,
and stands in need of all the talent and encrgy that can be
brought to her assistance, in the conduct of all her affairs, to
ensure her suceessful progress and continued prosperity; and
no means will prove more conducive to the [urtherance of
this great end, than the establishment of such a system of
rerunneration, which, while at the same time just and eqnit-
able to the State and her officers and agents, will induce and
secure the services of those who possess the largest share of
energy and capability. The 1])0“% of the older States in
reference to this matter, and which uniformly ensures a just
and liberal cquivalent for the services of faithful public ser-
vants, it ap&)cms to me, confirms the opinion I have expressed,
and and induces me to draw the favorable attention of your
Honorable Body to the subject.”

In pressing this recommendation as I most earnestly do, [
adopt, with pleasule the language of Gov. Helm, of Kentucky,
to the Legislature of that State: 1 deny that it is either just
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or proper to make thé allowance to a public officer, barely
sufficient to meet his necessary yearly expenditures. Men
should employ the vigor of manhoed in acquiring the means
of support in advanced age. They must guard against penury
and want when they are no longer able to labor. Wise men
plant the trce in the days of their youth, that shall shelter
and protect thewmn on their road to the grave.”

I treely record my testimony of the capability, efficiency and
gentlemanly bearing of our officers. Itisnoundue compliment
$0 8ay, that those at the head of Bureauns, and their assistants

enerally, are entitled to the award of having performed their
aborious duties in the most faithful and enlightened manner.

Althongh in a probationary term as a State, and consequent-
ly without the confidence aud experience which an older mem-
bership would give, I venture to introduce to your notice and
for your consideration, a subject which, it scems to me from
its very nature, addresscs itself to our people and government
as one for their especial patronage.

The genial nature of our climmate, acting upon a soil of unsur-
{)assed fertility, produces spontancously the most abundant and

luxurious grasees in every variety; and those of our citizens,
even of limnited means, who desire to make investments in the
raiging of live stock, possess every facility with very little
expense in making the experiment, 'With the agricultarist it
is different. But few can afford the cost of experiments or
await their result. Texas unites, with her present populated
limits, a elimate and soil adapted to almost every staple culti-
vated in the Union. Sugar remunerates our planters largely
in our coast counties, where water transportation is accessible
and cheap. Cotton, which bears land carriage, is the great
ataple of the State ; and experience proves that from the coast
to Red River, every portion of the conntry may, it necessary,
lean wpon thissingle product ; not only without dread of failure,
but with the assurance of remunerating erops. "Wheat for scv-
eral years has been grown in the north-eastern section, and
with an astonishing yield. Both quantity and weight are as-
eertained to be largely beyond the average of that culture in
the older States. Tle early period of its maturity would give
to Texas, if she possessed the necessary facilities for transpor-
tation, superior advantages to that of any portion of the United
States. At a time when the grain of the commercial world was
damaged and unealeable, she could supply the deffeiency, and
thereby make this leading staple a source of unlimited wealth.
With the present extension of commerce, Texas wheat at our
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Gulf ports, in May or June, would be in demand, not only in
our home markets, but for those of Europe; and would com-
mand precedence over every other crop, until the Northern and
‘Western States began, in July and August, to compete,

Although tobacco has not yet become a staple among us, its
culture has been tested, and, to a limited extent, many intelli-
gent citizens believe it would remnunecrate largely y and, besides
supplying onr own wants, and keeping our means in home e¢ir-
culation, the markets of Mexico wonld be ours, almost exelu
sively, tfrom our proximity and the cheapness of land carriage
among that people. Bisal hemyp is believed to be well adapted
to our climate, and its production would have a home market
to fosterit. DBesides its uses for bagging and bale rope, through-
out the Soutl, it would furnish a valuable cordage for shipping
and other purposes. Apart, however, from these, and various
other products whicli our climate and soil are capable of yield-
ing, the subject of fencing our vast and fertile prairies, has at-
tracted the attention of some of our enterprising people.

A very large portion of our territory is without timber, and
it is well known that this constitutes the body of our richest
soils. Various substitutes for timber for fencing purposes have
. been suguested, and tested to a limited extent, but there are
few of our citizens whose resources would justity the delay and
cost of experiment.

In view then of its practical utility to a large mass of our
citizens in testing the capacity of the different soils, and the
products best adapted to each, I have no hesitation in suggest-
ing an experimental farm, owned by the State, with a central
locality, supported by annual appropriations, and conducted by
an experienced and skillful farmer, whose duty it should
be to publish, at stated periods, the result of all experiments
made.

The subject is respectfully submitted.

I have thus, gentlemen, noticed some of the transactions of
our State Government in as suceinct a manner as I was able,
eonsistently with their importance, and broaght to your atten-
tion geveral topies of primary interest, worthy, in my estima-
tion, of vour careful consideration.

In a few days my official relation to the Legislature, as Gov-
ernor ot Texas, will cease, at which time the contingency an-
ticipated in the twelfth section of the fifth article of the Con-
stitution, and provided for therein, will have arisen, and the
Lientenant-Governor will then exercise the powor and anthori-
ty appertaining to the office of Governor, until the period ar-
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rives for the installation of the Governor elect. As there are
no formalities prescribed, or vecessary, in withdrawing from
the posttion, beyond a mere official notification of the fuct, it is
not probable that another occasion will present itself| to enable
me to express to the people of Texas, through their Represen-
tatives, as I now desire you to do, the deep sense of gratitude
I entertain, for the marked confidence dnd partiality they have
on 50 many occasions manifested towards me, by entrusting to
my charge, at critical periods, responsibilities and duties of the
gravest and most interesting character. Our State, in its wide
scope, has possessed, and now possesses varied and complex
interests, which, in lier public councils, have often given rise
to diverse and conflicting views. In performing the multiplied
labors devolving on me as her Chief Execntive 3Ia.gistt-ate, my
course has been directed by no other motives than those for
the public weal, merging personal cousiderations, and, as far
as possible, sectional and local prejudices; with a siucere de-
~ sire under an independent, faithful and fearless discharge of
every duty, to advance the domestic and internal affairs of our
State. How far I have suceeeded in these efforts, can be best
determined after a careful inguiry into the actual condition of
the State at the period of my assuming Executive dutics, and
then looking to the greatly increased and still increasing hap-
piness and prosperity with which we are surrounded, Let the
parallel be fairly run and I cheerfully abide yonr decision and
that of our common constituents.

Tt should be recollected by my fellow-citizens, in making an
estimate of my humble public services, that their partiality
transferred me directly trom the camp to the cabinet. Ire
sponded to their call with no reluctance, but that growing out
of a serious distrust of my abilities ; and should I have failed
(and I trust I have not) to fulfil their just expectations, they
will, in the same generous confidence which theiy exercised in
calling e to serve them, aseribe my faults not to neglect, or
intentional error, butto the want of wisdom and experience.
That I have committed errors, there is no doubt; and that I
have failed in sBome particnlars to press measures and to em-
ploy means best calculated for public advantage, there is quite
a8 little ; but I am snstained in the belief that no wrong or
vigions motives are ascribed to me in any quarter, and 1 have
. great reason to believe that the mass of my fellow-citizens award
to me the credit of having devoted my best powers and ener-
gies, under the limited authority I possessed, for the develop:



30

ment, as well as for the political and moral improvement whici
our State so much needed.

You, gentlemen, have before you a field for your labors,
broad and favorable, almost without an example. The spirit
of the age is progressive : and, as far as is consistent with pru-
dence and sagacity, let it be encouraged ; but banish, I beseech
you, from your councils, all visionary and utopian schemes,
J:‘spcclally invoke you to drive from your midst all selfish,
sectional and jgnoble feclings. If the age is progressive it
should also be utilitarion. We have ]JOS]UOII and name, and
we have means. Let the first he gnarded, even with jealonsy ;
and the latter employed with Jlldg:llent and care.

It is your part to assist, und.r singularly felicitons cirenm-
stances in the ercction of a noble suporstructure upon a founda-
tion that has been layed by the sacritices of Patriots, most of
whom have passed to their reward. When, therefore, you are
in the progress of your official labors, have a respect for the
past, and look with manly and philosophic caltmness to the fu-
ture.

I salute you, gentlemen, with respect and kindness, and
when the time arrives for me to terminate my official relation
with you, I shall do so with regret.

I sincerely trust that under the direction and support of 4
kind and overruling Providence, vour deliberations may be
characterised by har mony, prudence and foresight, and the re-
sult of your labors crowned with memorable success.

P. . BELL.

On motion of Mr. Hart, the Senate returned to their chamber.

The time having arrived for the eleetion of a President pro
fem., the Senate proceeded to ballot for said officer.

Senators Hart and Durst were appointed tellers,

There being no nominations, the ballot was taken, which re.
suited as follows:

Mer. Taylor received twelve votes, Mr. Jowers three, Mr. Scott
eight, Mr. MeDade one, Mr, Potter 1wo, and Mr. Gage two.

“No one Senator having received a majority of all the votes,
the Senate proceeded to n second balloting ; when Mr, rI‘.uylor
reccived sixteen votes, Mr. Scott eight, Mr. Jowers three, and
Mr. Gage one vote,

Mr, Taylor having received a majority of ajl the votes, was
declared duly elected.

On motion of Mr. Gage, the Senate adjourned uniil half past
two o’clock P. M.
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Havr Past 2 o’crock, P. M,

Senate mel—rol! called—quorom present,

Mr. Allen offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That the commiltee on Printing and Contingent
Expenses bs instracted to contract for the printing of
copies of the Governor’s Message; and such number of the
accompanying docutnents as said committee may deem neces-
sary for the use of the Senate,

On motion of Mr. Scott, the rule requiring resolutions to lay
on the table one day, was suspended,

On mouon of Mr. Kylz, the blank was filled with one thousand.

The resolution was then adopted.

On motion of Mr. Kyle, Mr. Armstrong was added to the com-
mittee on Indian Affairs,

Mr. Doane moved that two hundred and fifty copies of the
Governor's Message be printed in the Germon language, and 250
in the Spanish ; carried,

Mr. Holland introduced the following resnlution

IResolved, That the committee on Public Printing be instruct-
ed tp contract for copies of the State Gazette and South
Western American, during the present session, for the use of each
member of the Senate.

Mr. Atlen moved a snspension of the rule ; lost,

On motion of Mr. Taylor, the Senate took a recess nutil three
o’clock.

Recess expired, the Senate was called to order and repaired to
the Kepresemtative Hall for the purpose of electing a Public
Printer.

IN JOINT SESSION.

The roli of both houses being called, and a quoruom present,
the Legislature proceeded to the “election of a Public Printer.

Nominations being in order, Mr. Holland nominated Mr. J. W.
Hampton; Mr. Lott nominated Messrs. Ford & Walker.

My, T avior was appmnted teller on the part of the Senate.

The vote being talen viva voce, the following Senators voted
for Mr. Hampton ;

Messts, Bryan, Borks, Gumn, Hart, Hill, Holland. McAnelly,
McDade, Millican, I\ewman, Potter, qul‘bOl’OUU'h Seott, Taylor
and T\Vefntheriq:lnrd--—l.:- _

The following Senntors voted for Messrs. Ford & Walker:

Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Doane, Durst, Edwards, Gage,
dowers, Kyle, Lolt, Martm Paschal Snblctt Superviele and
\Vhll'll{er—]_zl
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On the part of the House, Mr. Hampton received fifty votes,
and Messrs. Ford & Walker received thirty-one votes.

Mr. Hampton having received a majority of all the votes, was
declared duly elected Public Printer.

The Senate returned to their chamber, and, on motion of Mr.
Hart, adjontned until 9 o’clock to-morrow morning.

Trurspay, November 10, 1853.

The Senate was called to order by the President pursuant to
adjourninent—roll called—quorum present.

"T'he journal of yesterday was read and adopted.

Mr, Lott presented the petition of =undry citizens of Smith,
asking relief for Dr, D. P. Fowler, which was, on motion of Mr,
Lott, referred to the commitiee ou Finance.

Mr. Millican presented the petition of John Patrick, which
was, on motion of Mr. Millican, referred to the corninittee on
Private Land Claims,

Mr. Doane presented the petition of sundry citizens of Ysleta,
asking reliefl; on motion of Mr. Doane, referred to the committee
oi: Public Lauds.

Mr. Potter introduced a bill for the relief of James McGloin ¢
read first time. '

Mr. Lott introduced o bill to incorporate the Graud Temple of
1Ionor of the State of T'exas, and subordinate Tenples under its
jurisdiction ; read first time.

Mr. Lott intioduced a joint resolution to provide for amending
the 30th section of the gencral provisions of the Constitution ;
rend first time,

Mr. Potter offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That the committee on State Affairs be requested to
examine into the propriety of providing for a geological survey
of thie State, and report thereon, by bill or otherwise, at as early
a day as practicable,

Mr. Hart offered the {ollowing resolution :

Resolved, By the Senate, that the Governor be requested to
furnish the Senate with the report of the Commissioners and Su-
perintendent of the Capitol, according to the 8th and 10th sec-
tions of an act to provide for the erection of a Capitol for the
State of Texas.

Mr. Guinn offered the following resolution

Rusolved, That the cotnmittee on Printing and Contingent
Expenses be instructed to make arrangements to pay the Post-



